A cluster of septic complications associated with illegal induced abortions.
Between August 7 and October 14, 1977, Clostridium perfringens organisms were isolated from endometrial and/or blood specimens from 3 women who had been hospitalized in McAllen, Texas, after having had illegal induced abortions. One of the women died of clostridial septicemia. A single abortionist was suspected in these 3 cases. The authors investigated the illnesses of these 3 women and those of 6 other women who were hospitalized at some time from January through October 1977 after having had illegal abortions but did not identify a common abortionist. The patient who died was a Medicaid-eligible woman who had had an abortion performed by a nonphysician after public funding of abortion was restricted in Texas as of August 5, 1977. The authors examined the medical records of all 230 women hospitalized in McAllen General Hospital with abortion complications from 1977 through January 1978. The local effect of restriction of public funds for abortion was to be studied. The incidence of women admitted to the hospital with febrile abortion complications after August 5, 1977, did not differ from that of women admitted from January 1 through August 4, 1977. However, the incidence of hospitalization of Medicaid-eligible women with abortion-related complications was greater after August 5 than it was in the earlier period.